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The words used to describe quantities vary according to 
a number of factors, including whether you are talking 
about something countable or uncountable.

New language  “Few,” “little,” “fewer,” “less” 

Vocabulary  Nature and environment

New skill  Describing quantities

KEY LANGUAGE “FEW” FOR SMALL NUMBERS

OTHER WAYS TO USE “LITTLE” AND “FEW” FOR SMALL QUANTITIES

Use “few” with a plural countable noun to say that there are not many of 
something. It emphasizes how small the number is. You use “a few” to 
mean “some.” It emphasizes that the number, though small, is enough.

Use “little” with an uncountable noun to say that there is not much of 
something. It emphasizes how small the amount is. You use “a little” to 
mean “some.” It emphasizes that the amount, though small, is enough.

Few or little?

“Little” and “few” can also be used as  
pronouns to mean “not much / many.”

Informally, you can use “a (little) 
bit of ” instead of “a little.”

KEY LANGUAGE  “LITTLE” FOR SMALL AMOUNTS TIP
You can add “very”  
to “few” and “little”  

to mean “almost  
none.”  
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LOOK AT THE PICTURES AND FILL IN THE GAPS USING  
“(A) FEW” OR “(A) LITTLE”

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE
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KEY LANGUAGE “QUITE A FEW” AND  “QUITE A BIT (OF)” FOR BIG QUANTITIES
The phrases “quite a bit of ” and “quite a few” are 
understatements that actually mean “a lot” or “many.”

FILL IN THE GAPS USING “(A) FEW” AND “(A) LITTLE”
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KEY LANGUAGE “FEWER” AND “LESS”
Confusion between  
“less” and “fewer” is very 
common. Remember to  
use “less” with uncountable 
nouns and “fewer” with 
plural countable nouns.

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE  
CORRECT ENDINGS

“Issues” is a plural 
countable noun.

“Fuel” is an 
uncountable noun.

FURTHER EXAMPLES “FEWER” AND “LESS”

“Money” is uncountable, but 
currencies like “dollars” are countable.
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

A local radio news station is reporting about an 
environmental campaigner’s recent success.

KEY LANGUAGE “FEWER THAN” AND “LESS THAN”

FURTHER EXAMPLES “FEWER THAN” AND “LESS THAN”

Use “less than” when talking about amounts, distances, time, 
and money. Use “fewer than” for groups of people or things.
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FILL IN THE GAPS IN THE SUMMARY OF 35.13, USING THE PHRASES  
IN THE PANEL

 “Few,” “little,” “fewer,” “less”   Nature and environment   Describing quantities  

CHECKLIST

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 32–35

THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

“I WISH” AND “IF ONLY”

“SHOULD HAVE” AND “OUGHT TO HAVE”

DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS

“FEW” AND “LITTLE”

“FEWER” AND “LESS”

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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